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jection paſſed upon the W OMAN, | 
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could alſe ſheak asye do; if your Seu were in my Soul's Stead, I | 
cu d heap up Words againſt you, and ſbake mine Head at you. 
But I would ſtrengiben you with my Month, and the moving } 
F my Lips ſbeuld aſſtwage your Grief, 3 
Tho' I ſpeak, my Grief is not aſſwaged; and tio I forbear, 
what am I eaſed? Job xvi. 4, 5, 6. | | 
For it was not an Enemy that reproached me, then I could bau 
born it; neither an it he that bated me, that did magnifie © 
himſelf againſt me, I then would hade hid myſelf from bim. 
But it was thou, a Man, mine Equal, my Guide, and mins 
Acquaintance. | | 


Mi took ſeveet Counſel together, and walked into the Houſe of | 
God in Company Pſalm lvi. 12, 13, 14. 
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a late Addrefs.made to his Ma- 
. jefty by a very ingenious Writer, 
he preſumes upon the Privilege 
of the Free- born Subjects of 
England to approach their So- 
vereign, repreſent their Gricvances, and 
humbly to implore Redrels. 
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We hope that HN 
not wholly confined Wie Male Line, but 
that we bis Majeſty's faithſul Female Subjects, 
» may allo ſhelter ourſelves under his moſt. 
gracious Protection, our Condition being of 
all others in his Dominions the moſt deplo- 
rable, we being the leaſt able to help our- 
ſelves, and the moft expoſed ro Oppreſ- 
ſion. | | 
This is certainly true, in every State of 
Life, but in none ſo notoriouſly, and with- 
out all Redreſs, as when we put ourſelves in 
a Condition of adding to his Majeſty's Sub- 
jets by becoming Vives, under which Cha- 
racter we humbly addreſs his moſt ſacred 
Majeſty, and the Honourable Houſcs.: of 
Parliament, for an Alteration or a Repeal 
of ſome Laws, which, as we conceive, put 
us in a worſe Condition than Slavery it 
i. 
We are now apprehenſive. of more fre- 
quent Oppreſſion from theſe Laws as this 
is an Age in which the Foundation of all the 
noble Principles of Chriſtianity (which are 
our only Protection) are broken up, and 
Deiſm, that Underminer of all that is truly 
laudable, with its Legions of Immorality, 
Prophaneneſs, and conſummate Impudence 
are let in upon us. | 
All religious Truths may, and ought to be 
the Subject of. an bumble and modeſt En- 
| 1 ” quiry ; 
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quiry; but are by no Means, the proper Ob- 
jects of Ridicule and Contempt. But ſince 

ſome Men by their extraordinary Flights of 
Conceit have thought fit to aſſail the Almigh- ! 
ty, and are endeavouring to bring over the reſt } 
of their Sex; as faſt as they can, tis Time for 
Us to look about us, and to uſe all juſtifiable } 
Methods to provide againſt the impending | 


Danger: For ſince we ſeem to be haſtening 


into a State of Nature, in which there can 


be no Appeal but to the Laws of our Country, 


and the Authority of Scripture is going 
_ down, which directs a Man to erc& a private 


Court of Equity in his own Breaſt, what ſhall 
reſtrain the Strong from oppreſſing the Weak, - | 


ik ͤ the Laws of our Country do not, they 
being in ſuch a State the only eſtabliſhed 
Rules of Society? 

I I humbly hope therefore, that this will not 
be thought an unſeaſonable Repreſentation 
of our Condition, ſince ſuppoſing a Man no 


Cbriſtian, he may be as Deſpoticł (excepting 


the Power over Life itſelf) as the Grand 


Seignior inhis Seraglio, with this Difference 


only, that the Engliſh Husband has but exe 
aal to treat according to his variable Hu- 
mour, whereas the Grand Seignior having 
man), it may be ſuppoſed, that ſome of 


them, at ſome Times may be ſuffered to be 


at quiet. 


Af 


What | 


WE - 


| ( 6.) 
What our Fate will be God only knows, 

if the preſent Wits of the Age ſhould be ar- 

tended with Succeſs, and ſtrengthened by 

Numbers. As for Arguments they: are out 

of the Queſtion with them, their Weapons 

being Points of Wit, ſmart Jeſis, and All 

confounding Laughter. Theſe they brandifh 
about againſt Heaven or Earth, as they hap- 

pen to oppoſe their Wills and Inclinations, 

which ſtand with them for Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. | 

I therefore we may claim the Privilege of 
Engliſh Subjects to ſpeak our Grievances, . 
and be indulged with a gracious Attention, 
the following Particulars, contain the chief 
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Articles of our Complaint. 1 . 
I. That the Eſtate of Wives is more dif- 
advantagious than Slavery itlelf, SE 
1 IT: That Wives may be made Priſoners 
for Life at the Diſcretion of their Domeſtick 
EE GCoverncrs, whoſe Power, as we at preſent 
apprehend, bears no Manner of Proportion 
to that Degree of Authority, which is vefted 
in any other Set of Men in England. For 
though the Eegiſlature, acting collectively, 
may diſpofe of Life and Fortune; no indi- 
vidual, not even the Sovereign himſelf, can 
impriſon any Perſon for Life, at Will and 
Pieaſure; the Habeas Corpus Act, providing 
Jos the Condemnation or. Enlargement oF the 
= Pritoner. | 
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BE 14 ) 
III. That Wives have no Property, 
neither in their own Perfons,, Children vor 
Fortunes, 15 
I grant the Laws I preſume to complain 
of; gratify ſome Mens Pride, fall in with 
their Intereſt, and oblige their Humours; that 
they will be very loth to part with them, 
and that they can plead Preſcription for 


them. Bur I deny that they are reaſon- 
able or juſt. All which I ſhall.endeavourto 


prove, 
By Facts, and 
y Obſervations upon them: 

Caſe I. The firſt Caſe I cite, was lately 
determined in the Court of Delegates in 
Doctor's Commons, relating to the Will of 
one Mrs. Lewis a Widow, While ſhe was 


in that State ſhe made a Will; ſoon after 


ſhe married again; in ſome time her ſecond 
Husband died and ſhe again became a Widow, 
without any Children by either Husband. 
The Will which ſhe made in her firſt Widows 
hood remaining, and - being found after her 
Death, the Queſtion was, whether it was a 
good Will or not?: The Council for the 
Will cited many Authorities from the civil 
Law, and ſhewed, that among the Romans, 
if a Man had made his Will, and was af- 
terwards. taken Captive, ſuch Will revived 
and became again in Force, by the Teſtator's 
repoſſeſſing his Liberty :: And thence inferred, |; 

that 


(8) | 
that as Marriage was a State of Captivity; 
Wills made 8 os who ki Few" 

by Survivorſhip ought to revive with their 
Freedom. | 5 | 

But the Court finding one Diſtinction, 

Viz, that Marriage was a voluntary Act, and 

Captivity the Effect of Compul/ion, the Judges 

determined the Will to be void. 

Obſervation, The Arguments of the Coun- 

cil make the Eſtate of Wives equal to, the 
Diſtinction of the Court wor/e than, Slavery 

fitſelf. 2h | 

Caſe II. An unfortunate Wife who had 
been ſo cruelly treated by her Husband, that 

Life itſelf was become a Burthen to her, at 

laſt made her Application to her Brother, 

who was a Clergy- Man, and inclined by all 
the Motives of Chriſtianity to aſſiſt her. He 
received her into his Houle, with her Spirit 
quite oppreſt and ſunk by- her Husband's 

Severity, which had ſo far affected her Con- 

ſtitution, that ſhe was in a very bad State of 

Health. He went to her Husband, and in 

the ſofteſt Terms repreſented his unmanly 

Treatment of his Wife, and the ſad Effects 
it had had upon her; and endeavoured, by all 

poſſible Arguments, to awaken in his Mind 
ſome Sentiments ot common Humanity to- 
wards her; adding, that (with his Leave) ſhe 
thould be welcome to ſtay at his Houſe, till 
ſhe had recoyercd her Health, of which he 
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would be at the ſole Expence. But alaſs! 


how unavailing is Reaſon, and ſoft Perſuaſion, 


when oppoſed to Inſolent Power, and Ar. 


6 bitrary Will. The Husband inſiſted upon 


his Right to controul; it was an Invaſion of 
his Prerogative Royal for his Wife to pre- 
tend to expoſtulate, and in ſhort he ordered 


her Brother to fend her Home again, or keep 
her at his Peril. This was the unhappy 


Creature's laſt Effort; and this ill Succeſs, 
flung her into a lingering Fever, of which ihe 
Janguiſhed a Fortnight, when her Husband 
came in Perſon, and demanded” his Wife. 


/ Her Brother was forced to deliver her up, 
being as unable to contend with her Husband, 


as the Senator of Rome with the Emperor, 
when he declared he was never aſhamed to 
give up an Argument to a Man, who was 
maſter of fifty Legions. Thus the miſe— 
rable Wite was carried Home again, where 


her Husband, exaſperated by her Complainr, | 


treated her with greater Harſtmeſs, which 
gave her, her Coup de Grace in leſs than 
a Month; when ſhe left her Sufferings to 
be avenged by Heaven, though they were 
diſregarded by Men, from whom ſhe could 


find no Redreſs, her Husband never having 
beaten her, nor threatened her Life, though 


he took all other Methods to break her 
Caſe 
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Caſe III. The next Caſe I ſhall relate is 
very ſhort, conſiſting of few Particulars. X 
young Lady poſſeſt of a conſiderable Fortune 
in Land and Money, married a Gentleman, 
in whom ſhe had ſuch full Truſt and Con- f 
fidence, that ſhe made no Reſerve to herſelf, 
but flung her whole Fortune with her Perſon | 

entirely into his Power. As he had no For- 
tune of his own, it was a fine thing to him 
to be maſter of an Eſtate; he launched out 
into the moſt extravagant Expences, but 
ſoon finding ſome I'rugaliry neceſſary, be 


W thought fit to confine his Wife in her Coun- 


try Houſe, with the bare Allowance of the | | 


neceſſary Supports of Life, and one Servant 


to attend her, who was allo her Jailer. In | 


this Confinement ſhe lived, till it pleaſed 

- Being, who alone bad Power, to ſet her 
. . 

Caſe IV. The next Iaſtance I ſhall pro- 

duce, is the Cafe of Mr. Yeezey, tryed at 

the Old Bailey, where it was proved that he 

_ confined: his Wife for ſome Years in a Garret, 


without Fire, proper Cloathing, or any of 3 
the Comforts of Life; that he had frequent- 


ly Horſe-whipt her; that her Sufferings were 
fo great and intolerable, that ſhe deſtroyed 
her wretched Life by flioging herſelf out at 
the Window, ; 


But as there was Bread found in the Room, 


which, though hard and mouldy, was ſup- 
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poſed· ſufficient to ſuſtain. Liſe; and as it was 
„A not thought that he puſhed her out of the 
tune Window bimfelf, he was acquitted, and that 


nan, Complaint of her Sufferings ſerved only to 
on- inſtruct Husbands in the full Extent of their 
ſelf, dſepotick Power. | 3 
lon } Obſervation, From theſe three Caſes it 
or- appears that Husbands have a more A- 
him 4 flictive Power than that of Life and Death. 
out About five Years ago, a modeſt agreeable 
but Gentlewoman, well educated, married a 
he young Tradeſman, he ſet up with a good 


Fortune of his and hers, and in three Years 
Time, by his Vices, Extravagancies, and 


ant | Follies, ran it out every Farthing. Upon 
In which he flung himſelf into the Army, in 
{ed the Condition of a common Foot Soldier. 

her © She then deſired his permiſſion to ſerve a 


4 Lady of Quality, by which means ſhe hoped 


ro- to be able to provide for their two Children. 
at But he refuſed it, unleſs he might have leave 
he do viſit her, when he pleaſed; and the Wages 
er, which ſhe ſhould earn, being his not hers, 
of } unleſs it was paid to him, he might have 
t-" 4 ſued the Perſon, who ſhould entertain her. 
re This effectually barred the Doors againſt her 
ed as a Servant. If by the Kindneſs of Friends 


he ſhould be enabled to take an Houſe, and 
ſet up in any Way of Buſineſs to maintain 
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m, | herſelf and helpleſs Infants, it would be only 
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giving him an Opportunity to Plunder her.at b 


Diſcretion, 


The laſt Reſource in ſuch a Caſe is, to 
tranſact her Buſineſs in another's Name. 
But it is very difficult to find a Friend gene- 
rous enough to involve himſelf in the in- 
tricate Affairs of an helpleſs undone Wo- 
man, who may be commanded from the 
Place and Employment, at the Pleaſure.of 
her Lord and Maſter, againſt whoſe Injunc- 
tions ſhe can make no Appeal. The moſt | 
that her Friends can do, is te afford her a 
ſmall Pittance by Stealth in the Nature of 
an Alms, by which ſhe may be ſometimes 


relieved, but never provided for, unleſs they 


were in Condition to ſettle an Eſtate in 
Truſtees Hands for her Uſe, which (con- 
ſidering the Power the Husband has over 


her Perſon) he may ſoon convert to his 
own. 


tunes. 


band may inflict upon his Free-born Engl: 
Wife, if | 1955 


*. 


Obſer vation, Hence it appears, that Wives j 
have no Property neither in their intellec- 
tual, or perſonal Abilities, nor in their. For- 


When we look back into the Annals of 
Queen Mary I. we Shrink with Horror at 
the Apprehenſion of her Fire and Faggot. 
But behold! the Sufferings which an Huſ- 


he ſo pleaſe; and then conſider | 
4 b 4. which £ 
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which of the fiery Tryals are the more to: 
4 lerable! | | 


If we cannot in Juſtice call for the Cor 


rection of theſe Tyrannies, we hope we 
may in Charity for the Prevention of them. 


J muſt here take Notice, that I have re- 


1 lated the Caſe to Mrs. Vezey, as I found it 
in one of the publick Prints, I therefore 


don't take upon my ſelf to ſay that this Caſe 
is truly ſtared, 'tis poſſible ſome material Cir- 
cumſtance may be omitted: However I was 
determined ro.inſert it, though upon no bet- 
ter Authority, becauſe I ſhould be glad to 
know, ſuppoſing the Caſe to have been ex- 
actly as 'tis here related, what could have 


been done to him? 


The Diſdain and Confuſion of Mind, 
which naturally riſes upon ill Treatment, 
from thoſe whom we have greatly truſted or 
loved, might make a Woman in ſuch Cir- 


cumſtances deſtroy herſelf, TI believe it re- 


uires almoſt as much Fortitude and Re- 
eee as that of a Martyr or Confeſ- 
ſor, patiently to acquieſce under ſuch Uſage. 
If I could hope to find Pardon for the ar- 
rogant Thought, I would for: once ſuppoſe 
that a Wife might poſlibly find means to con- 
fine her Husband in his own Houſe, and to 
prevent any Attempt for his Relcaſcmcnr, 
give out that he had croſt the Seas, and was 
in foreign Countries upon his Buſineſs or Pi- 
„„ verſion. 
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+ .verfion. Methinks I already hear the Refent- 
ment and. Indignation of the whole Sex, 
uponthe inſolent Suppoſition! Women wert 
deſigned for Domeſtick Animals, tis but al. 
lotting them their proper Place; give them |, 

Meedles and Prayer Books there, and theres 


no great harm done: But to think to con- 


| | -L£ne the. Lords of the Creation, is Inſolence IJ 
beyond a Parallel. It may be fo, yet as a 
Chriſtian, I cannot but think it an Excellent 


Rule to ſuppoſe our ſelves capable of re- 


- ceiving the Treatment we give others, and 
then to reflect upon the Reſentments we 


.Mould make upon it. Do no ail Men, as 


Ibon ꝓouldeſt they ſhould do nto thee, is an 
| univerſal Precept given to both Sexes, and 
all Conditions from the Prince upon the 


Throne, to the Labourer that digs in the 
Mines. 9 
"Tis true, ſhould a Wife be ſo audacious 


| af to find Means to confine her Husband, ſlic 
would be unpardonable z her Guilt would be 
aggravated by the Relation ſne ſtands in to 


Him, by the Reſpect and Deference ſhe owes 


him z it would be a kind of Petty Treaſon. 


But as it is impracticable, I can injure no 


Man by making the Suppolition, which, as 
aq Chriſtian, every Man who has any ſuch 


Defigns upon his Wife, ought to make to 
himſelf: Though the Law allows him that 
Power, Conference does not. Our very 
R Enemies, 


Ld 


] (185) 2 N 
Enemies, as ſaon as they fall into our Powter; | 
though involuntarily, have a Title to our 
- Favour and Protection; all the Laws of 
Honour and Generofity plead for their gentle 
Treatment; and ſhall a*Husband be called a 
Man of Honour, who treats his Wife harſſre- 
ly for no Reaſon, bit becauſe ſhe is in his 
Power, and which Power he derived from 
her unbounded Cop fidence in him? She puts 
her whole Happineſs into his Hands, a Truſt 
for which no. Man can give a ſufficient Se- 
curity. She has from hence a Title to his 
Protection in every Diſtrefs: If fo, how is 
a Husband's Guilt aggravated, when he beats, 
confines, or murders his Wife? | 4 
Our Laws decreed the more dreadful 
Death to the guilty Wife, and pronounced a- 
milder Sentence upon the guilty Husband ; « } 

yer I ſhall leave it with the Caluifls to decide, 
whether the Breach of Truſt does not as 
much aggravate the Sin of Murder in the 
Husband, as the Breach of Submiſſion aggra- 
vates the ſame Sin, in the Wife. Bur whe⸗ 
ther I am Right in my Sentiments or not, 
let any Man with the leaſt Chriftian Charity, 
- Generoſity, or common Humanity, conſider | 
3} himſelf as the Father, Brother or Friend of 
any of the unfortunate Wives before men- 
tioned; and then ſay, whether he could not 
with, that ſome Expedient might be found — "IJ 
| the? 
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the Legiſlature to prevent ſuch Calamites for 
the Future. go | 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the Caſe 
of Heireſſes, there, if any where, the Wife 

Retains ſome Property. 

The Husband has the Diſpoſal of the 
whole Income of the Wife's Lands, for his 

and her Life: And in Caſes where the Hul- 

band and Wife can join to paſs a Fine upon 
her Lands toraife Money uponany Exigency 
of their Family, he has Power alone after- 


upon his Wife's Eſtate, according to his 
particular Pleaſure, which perhaps may be 


Generolity. 

The Laws in being, have provided that 
no Fine can be levied upon a Wife's Eſtate, 
without her Free and Full Conſent openly 
{ declared upon that Occaſion, 
Query, Would it be unreaſonable if the 
lame Laws which ordained that no Fine 
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determine that her Conſent ſhould alſo be 
neceſſary in limiting the Uſes of that Fine? 
The Law in requiring her Conſent to the levy- 
] ing the Fine, ſeems te me to imply that ſhe 
muſt be a Judge of the Reaſons for which it 

was levied; 55 
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. wards to mortgage in Conſequence of that 
Fine, and to employ that Money fo raiſed 


upon an Hirlot to injure her yet more for her 


fthould be levied without her Conſent, thould 
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(17) "EE 
Sometimes a Wife is wiſe enough to get 
a-Deed executed firſt, declaring the Ules of 
the ſubſequent Fine, which will ſecure the 


Money from a Miſapplication. But this 19 | 


no more than a prudential Caution, which is 
only not contrary to law, bur is not required 
by it, conſequently, cannot be called Part ob 
the Law. | | 

By the very Nature of the Marriage 
Contract, the Husband and Wife acquire 
a Property in each others Perſon. Our Laws- | 
give the Husband the entire Diſpoſal of the 
Wife's Perſon, but ſhe does not ſeem to re- 
tain any Property in his. He may recover 
Damages of any Man who ſhall invade his 


* 


Property in her, but ſhe cannot recover 


Damages from a Woman, who ſhall invade 
her Property in him. 

- Indeeda Wife may carry her complaint ta 
the. ſpiritual Court, and obtain a Sentence 
and Coſts againſt the Woman who ſhall in- 
jure her; but *tis afterwards in the Husband's 


Power to releaſe theſe Coſts, which no 


* Tf a Feme Covert lue another in the ſpi: itual Court 
for Incontinency with her Husband, and recover 
ten Pounds Coſts, and the Husband releaſe them, 
«© ſhe is by this Barred.” 3 

Salkela's Reports ot Caſes adjudged in the Court of 
King's Bench, Vol. I. p. 115. | | | 

dee Mis. Hewſon's Caſe. 


B-3 7h Doube 


Doubt any Husband would do, in Favour of Pe: 
a Woman whom he preferred to his Wife. | 
If a Wife impatient of an Injury of this 
Kind, which is indeed a virtual Diſſblution 
of the Marriage, appeals to the higher Powers df 
for an actual Divorce, tis poſſible ſhe may Fe 
obtain it, with a ſmall Pittance; with which 1 

ſhe may keep herſelf from Diſeaſe and Want. 

If the brought the whole that the Husband 
poſſeſſes, ſhe. may be aſſigned the fourth or 1 
fifth Part, and he (which it muſt be fuppoſ- * 
ed the Law can give a wiſe and equitable C 
| Reafon for) be indulged with the Remainder, th 
W | co make as juſt uſe of, as he had done with }o' 
W | the whole, _ 


I! put the Caſe that the Woman, brought 
| the whole Fortune, becauſe many Men make 


no Scruple to Marry a Woman they don't 
| \Love, for the Sake of her Maney z. it may 
| therefore be ſuppoſed, that Women of For- 
tune, are more liable to Injuriesof that Kind 
FF than any other Part of the Sex. + il 
| I ſhall now proceed to confider the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of thoſe Laws, which di- 
veſt a Woman of all Property in her Chil- 
dren. & 7 pd: os, | 
A s the Law of God gives the Husband the 
ſupream Command in his Family, tis juſt FJ 
that he ſhould have the Diſpoſal of the Chil- |! 
dren ſo long as he is in being. But 5 = N 
eat 


rr „ Qu Ho oi — 
. e * 
KO a K * 1 TT 


os + — 444 — , — 
E be gb wut ices ¶ Q — 


, A NA Sen 


———  — 
RO” — —  __——_——— 
RN , = an 
2 — 
LAY * * ad "—_ * bd * a ä 


— — 


„. cm rd UA ot eons 


a 


* — 1 Ate Lt Beet 


—— 412T[“J — e os) RA SHA pr i an > —— 
_ heads” — 6 hu 
— * N 
* * 
* 
. 
o 


1 6  _ 

TD eath- that Power ſeems to devolve upon the 
5 ife. She is then the only natural Governor 
and Guardian of her Children. 
I believe there are no Creatures 
bf the human Species) where the Male _ 
wy. Female are neceſfarily concerned in bringing 
h up their joint Offspring; one Parent being 
t. Fuchrieat to provide for, and protect them, 
d Nature has not therefore impreſt the ſame 
Ir nſtinet on both Sexes, but left the Offipring 
to the Care of one of them: Amongſt it 
e Creatures where neither Parent is neceſſary, 
5 there is no Acknowledgmentofthe Offspring 
h on either fide. 

: But in the human Species paternal and 

t 2} maternal Care and Affection are found in 
e | Nature to he both ſtrong and Active; but I 
believe it will be readily allowed me that it 
is in general more ſo in the Mother. One 


would therefore ſuppoſe that the Mother is 
in ſome Degree qualified, as the is more in- 
elined by Nature, to take Care of the Chil- 
dren. In the Levitical Law, we fee the E- 
* 2 vidence of both Parents neceſſary, to the 
Conviction and Puniſhment of 4 rebellious 
Son. We are alſo told in the ſacred Pages 
that, God has confirmed the Authority of 
the Mother over the Sons. We can't 
therefore but conclude that God well knew 
that he had qualiſied her to give Laws, _ 


( 20 ) 


he ſo ſtrictly enjoins the Obſervation of 


them. 


Since therefore the Light and Inſtinct of 2 


Nature, and the revealed Law of God, both 
concur in giving Dominion to both Parents, 
what Authority do we want to plead for 
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that Dominion over our Children, which ir 
Nature and the Laws of God give us? il 
I. ſaid before, yet to avoid Miſconſtruction, h 


L will repeat it again, that the Husband ought 
to have the Power to diſpoſe of the Chil- 


dren while he lives. but when it has pleaſed 


God to provide every Child two Parents, we 
may ſuppoſe one at leaſt, is neceſſary to him; 


why then ſhould the Child be deprived of 


both in one Day? 


; When God, who knows all things perfect- | 
ly and does all Things wiſely, think fits to re- 
call one Parent, our Laws give Men, wos 


knows nothing perfectly, and does many 
Things unwiſely, the Power to deprive the 
Child of his other Parent alſo, by ordering 
the Child into other Hands, where the Mo- 
ther's: Care and Affection can be of no Ser- 
vice ts him. 5 
I confeſs I never heard of but one Man, 
who went to the full Extent of his Power 
in that Inſtance. He was a Gentleman of 
% pretty good Eſtate, and had only. one 
Daughter, to whom he bequeathed his whole 


WH Fortune, under this Reſtriction, thar ſhe | 
| ſhould ; 
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of 4 „ | 
Mould forfeit it, if upon any Occaſion what 
- of ever, the knowingly converſed with, or 
xth viſited his Widow after his Death, who was 
Irs, the young Lady's own Mother: And in Caſe 
for of his Daughter's Diſobedience to his Will 
ch in this particular, he left his Fortune to an 
ill. natured Relation of his own, who always 
'n, | hated his Wife, and had been the Occaſion 
hc of his uſing her very ill, and who would 
il- 7 therefore be ſure tb take the Advantage of 
ed the Forfeiture: The unhappy Mother was 
therefore conſtrained to give up all Intereſt 
in, and Converſation with her child for cver'; 
A DEX I being too ſmall to ſupport them 
both. | | : Ee 
.- I can't figure to myſelf a more aff lictive 
- © Circumſtance in human Life, than to be en- 
© tirely deprived of my Child, by the Unkind- 
y neſs of my Husband! When the tendereſt, 
e &Þ deareſt and beſt founded Affections of the 
g Heart, are baff led, diſappointed, and over- 
ruled, by all- controuling Power, what fo- 
reign Acceſſions of Pleaſures or Honours can 
allwage the Anguiſh of ſuch a wounded 
Spirit? Nothing but the moſt ſeraphick Eove 
of God, can fill up that vaſt Vacanty ! That 
Z mott forlorn Void! Which an Affect ionate 
well inclined Heart finds in itſelf, when the 
tendereſt Object of its Love, is raviſned from 
it. Tis true, theſe are rare Inſtances, but 
the Law is nevertheleſs hard, which gives 
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_every.Husband the Power of exerciſ ing uch | 


. Crneltics. 


But.in Anſwer to 6 Remonſtrances of. 


this Kind, we are told that the Law ſup- 
poſes the Father the beſt Jadge, whether 


the. Mother is Cpable of educating their- | 


Children. 
And alſo, that it is a Security to the Chile 


dren, in Caſe the Mother ſhould marry again, 
and put herſelf and Chidren in the Power 


of another Maſter. 
If wer are naturally unqualified to educate 


aur Children, or to chuſe proper Perſons to 


aſiſt us in it, then has Nature mpreſt mater- 


nal Affection in vain, at leaſt it ought not to 


continue any longer than our Children re- 


main in the Nurfary, but it ſhould decline 
and extinguiſſi, as we ſee it does in ather - ; 


Creatures, when it can be of no further Ser» 
vice to the Offspring. 


If we are accidentally diſqualified by a 


fooliſh trifling Education, where does that 


Imputation revert, but upon thoſe Perſons - 


under whole Direction and Authority we are 
ſo. educated? 
If a ſecond Marriage expoſes Children by 


a Former, to the Oppreſſion of a latter Hul- - 


band, and utterly difables the Mother to re- 


ſeue chem from it; whence does that Inabili- 


ty ariſe, but from thoſe Laws vhich gave the 
Husband ſo exorbitant a Power over the 


ee 5 


AY. 


o 


Wie, that ſhe cannot exert herſelf in thoſe. 
Duties which God has commanded her to do, 
unleſs it be at the Will and Pleaſure of her 
4 -Husband? : - "40 | 


The Sum oft this Argument is this, 
That we are not naturally diſqualified to 


educate our Children, for God gives no na- 
tural Inſtinct in Vain: Not accidentally di. 
I qualified, unleſs by the Fault of the other 

Sex, in the Education they give us, and the 
Laws they make for us, - 5 


J confeſs that by the preſent Laws we may 


cutive Powers, who ate ſuppoſed to act ac- 


cording to Law; for when the & ing delegates 
his executive Authority to his Judges, and a 


Man and his Wife are brought before them, 


and indicted for Murder, an horrid Sin againſt 
1 God, and the greateſt Sin againſt the State 
(except Treaſon) the Wife as acting under 
the Command ofthe NHusband ſhall he acquit- 
ted, and the Man hanged. What an Intima- 


tion does that give, that our Laws will at 
leaſt, connive at an Outrage againſt God, 


and tearing aſunder the very Bands of Socie- 
ty, provided, the Woman acts in Obedience 
. £0 her Husband? That is to be her firſt, 

Principle 


be deemed diſqualified to be intruſted wit 
the Education of our Children, inaſmuch 
as the Commands of an Husband, ſeem” to- 
| {ſuperſede all other Authority whatſoever: 

At leaſt that appears to be the Senſe of the exc- 


W 


( e4 ) 


Principle, and the i is to be, judged according | 
to it. | 

But perhaps it may be ſaid, that in pro- 
ceeding thus, the Law regards the Power, 
not the Authority of the Husband, and that 
a Wife ſhall not be acquitted for Murder, 
unleſs it appears ta have been done in the 
Preſence of the Husband, when the Law ſup- 
poſes ſome Coercion, which.is the Effect of 
Power, not Authority, his bare Command 
nothing, 

Whence is that Power ſuppoſed to.ariſe? 
Not from perſonal Strength, tor that would 
be equally prevalent in all Caſes, and a Wite 
is not exempted from Puniſhment in Caſe of 
Treaſon, though ir ſhould appear that ſhe 


committed this Treaſon in Concert with, 
and in the Preſence of her Husband: A ſup- 


poſed Compulſion from perſonal Strength 
will not exempt, a Boy from Puniſhment, if 
he robs, or murders with any Man, except 


AY 


his. Father; but the Father's Authority ſhall 3 


excuſe the Son, till the Son is at Years of 


Diſcretion, when it is ſuppoſed that he muſt ' 


underſtand, that the Command of God ſu- 
perſedes chat of a Father, and that it is at 
his Peril if he does not obey God rather than 
Man. 


'A Son is not conſidered as a free Agent, 


when he acts with his Father, till he comes 


tothe full uſe of his underſtandings and the ; 
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ladulgence he receives beſore, is a Favour to 
the Weakneſs of his Intellects, not to the 


Weakneſs of his Body. 


In Short, either Wives can judge how far, 


and in what Inſtances an Husband is to be 


7 obeyed, or they cannot: If they are fo un- 


diſcerning as not to be able to perceive the 
eſſential Difference between obeying their 
Husbands in the Lord, and in the direct Op- 
poſition to and Defiance of him; then let 
their blind Obedience to their Husbands ex- 
cuſe them in the Caſe of Treaſon as well as 
it does in other Caſes; but if they cannot 
plead this Darkneſs of the Underſtanding, 
why are they treated like Children or Idiots? 


I can aſſign but one Reaſon for theſe Incon- 


ſiſtences, namely, that it is for the Intereſt 
of the Community as a Body Politick, that 
Wives ſhould be puniſhed as free Agents for 
Treaſon, but that, in Reſpect to the private 
Royalties of Husbands, in other Caſts they 
are not expected to judge of Right and of 
Wrong; tis ſufficient for them, if their Ac- 
tions confeſs they accede to the Juriſdiction 
of their Husbands. 5 feat 

But if they will ſtill tell us, that this Ex- 
emption from Puniſhment, was deſigned as 
a Favour to the Weakneſs of the Sex, we 
muſt take upon our ſelves to ſay, that, that 
Sophiſtry is vain; we underſtand better, and 
know that it is a fine Compliment to the Au- 


thority 5 


(98 | 7” 
thority of our domeſtick Lords and Maſters: 
Had they a real Care for the Sex, they 
= would not grant ſuch an Impunity, which 
might be a Temptation to commit ſuch 
Facts, upon which everlaſting Damnation is 
denounced. But they teach us whom to 
fear. What are their Judgments, if their 
Mercies are thus cruel ! „ 

That this is their real meaning, give me 
leave to produce one notable Inſtance, as it 
Was related in one of the publick Papers 
fome Time ago. 43 11th. 

A Man and his Wife were found hanged 
and their Child murdered in the Cradle in 
their Bed · Chamber, the Door being lock⸗- 
ed within fide, and a Paper lying upon thge 
Table, which Paper contained the Reaſons 
of their laying violent Hands upon themſelves 
and Child, and was ſubſcribed both by the 
Man's and Woman's Name. The Man was 
adjudged guilty of Murder and Suicide, and 

His Body buried in the Highway according- 
ly; but the Woman being ſuppoſed to hang 
Herſelf at the Command of her Husband, © 
was exempted from further Miſchief. Now 
this was no doubt a conliderable Kindneſs 
to the Woman, and a great Comfort to the 
good Husbands in his Majeſty's Dominions, 
to provide them a Precedent for command- 
ing their Wives to hang themſelves, the | 
Woman being fuppoſed to at upon compe- 

| | 2 tent 
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tent Authority, or the Sentence upon her 
Body could not have been remitted upon 
that Conſideration. There is a further Rea- 
ſon to deem it an Act of Obedience to Au- 


thority, and not a Compliance with Power, 


= fince I believe it would be hard to find any 


Perſon of ſo peculiar a Way of thinking, as 
to be prevailed upon to hang herſelf for fear 


1 of being killed: Unleſs her Hus band had 


had an Authority as abſolute as Nero, and 
fent his Mandate ordering her to diſpatch 
herſelf in an Hour, or he would have her 
put to Death with Tortures. | WE 

The Woman's Body being permitted to 
be put in conſecrated Ground, was of no rea} 
Conſequence to her; ſhe was removed from 
all Intereſt in this World; her irrecoverable 
Doom was paſt, where, | fear, the Command 
of an Husband would not be deem'd a ſuffi- 
cient Apology for ſo great a Breach of the 
Laws of her Creator“. Nor can any think, 
that was in Truth and Reality the Caſe; 

for what worſe Conſequence conid have 
followed from her reſiſting her Husband, 
than her own, and her Child's Death $ 
But it was thought agreeable to our Laws 


*. St, Peter thought it no Excuſe for Sapphira that 
ſhe agreed with ber Husband to fin againſt God; he- 
pronounced the ſame Sentence upon the Wife, as he 
had,done upon the Husband, which ſhewed, that he 
tudged their Guilt to be equal. Acts Chap. v. 

et „ that 


(8) 


that a Wife ſhould be abſolutely at the Co: 
mand of her Husband, and the Determina- 
tion was given in Regard to the living, not 
to the dead. 

From hence 1 muſt take the Liberty to 
affert, that this Exemption of a Wife from 
Puniſhment, upon Conſideration that ſhe * 
obeys her Husband, never was deſigned as a 
Privilege to Wives, and that it never can be 
ſuch in its own Nature, but is a Snare and 
Temptation to them, to comply with the 
Command of an Husband, be the Inſtance 
ever ſo ſinful, and to ſtand more in awe of a 1 
temporary Reſentment from him, than of the 
eternal Reſentment of Omnipotence itſelf. 3 
I his is one of the notable Privileges of an 
Engliſh Wife. I ſhall conſider a tew more 
of them, as compared to the Privileges of a 
Roman Wife, and ſee what Figure they 7 
make in the Compariſon. 

By the Civil Law, Wives have a Right 
to "vi Privileges of which the Engliſh Law 
- wholly diveſts them. As [ apprehend, the 
Civil or old Roman Laws are of no Force, 
where a Statute, or common Law ot Erg 
land contradicts them. 

Firſt then, 4 The Laws of Rome ap- 

& pointed the Wife to be ſole Heir, when 
« the Husband dyed without Iſſue“. 


* Mr. Wheatley's rational Illuſtraticn of the Book of 
Common Prayer, Cc. p. 439. 
a ABR. 
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The moſt. a Woman can claim by the 


\ * bg 


Laws of England, is one third of her deceaſ- 
ed Husband's EſtateG. | 
Again by the Civil Law, © a Woman 
“e is not conſtrained to bring her whole Subs 
& ſtance as a Portion to, her Husband, bur 
& may. retain back Part of her Goods, which 
“ are then called Paraphernalia, in which 
& the Husband has no Intereſt, for ſhe, may 
“ diſpoſe of them without his Conſent, and 
Lebring Actions in her own Name for the 
Recovery of it. 8 
By the Laws of England the Parapher- 
4 ia are deemed to be only the Woman's 
wearing Apparel, Ornaments and Jewels, 
„ which adorn her during the Marriage” ; 


” which ſhe wears not as hers, and for her own 
Sake, but as her Husband's, or as it is expreſ- 
ſeqd, ſuitable to his Quality, and to do him 


Honour. The Preſents. he makes are be- 


2 ſtowed before for that Reaſon, and they ipſo 
facto revert to him as ſoon as the Solemnity 
is over. Þ She retains no Property, not e- 


ven 


KS 


v wod's New Inflitute of the Civil Law. p. n 


+ For although, where H. dies inteſtate, or by 
does not diſpoſe of the Jewels, his Wife may claim 

Z (in Caſe there be no Deb:s) the Jewels ſuirable for her 
Quality, to be worn as the Ornaments of her Body, 
as her Paraphernalia ; yet it is held in Crook's Re- 
ports, that if the Husband by Will deviſes away the 
„ ä | | jewel, 


„ 


— _ 
ven in that ſacred Pledge, which he had gi- 
ven her as a Token that he would faithfully 
perform every Article ſtipulated in the Co- 
yenant between them, and which Token, ac- 
cording to the Reverend and Learned Mr. 
Mbeatley, was underſtood, as © Livery 
band Seiſin of that Right to his Goods, 
which ſhe had acquired by becoming his 
Wife“. 5 

Again, though + *© by the Civil Law, 
* the Husband during the Marriage, reccives 
« the Profits accruing from the Wies Por- 
&« tion, yet if he declines and grows low in 
Fortune ſhe may by Law ſeize her Por- 
ce tion, or Security, or bring her Action a- 
* gainſt him, and lodge it out of his reach, 
* for the property of the Portion is not 
« transferred from the Wife by the Inter- 
« marriage. oy 

The Laws of England allow a Wife no 
. fuch Privilege; for if a Man having no real 
Eſtate, marries a Woman with any Fortune 
in Money, and covenants to leave her ſuch 
a Part of it at his Death, if afterwards ſhe 


Jewels, ſuch Deviſe ſhall ſtand good againft the Wife's 
Claim of Paraphernalia. Ve non's Caſes argued and 
adjudged in the High Court of Chancery. Vol. II. 
. 246. WD 35 
3 A rational Illuſtration of the Book of Common 
Frayer, cc. p. 438. $1 | 5 
I Wood's New nſtitute, p. 54. 
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I. perceives that he deſigns to fpend the whole 
ly in his Life-rime, ſhe cannot take any Method 
o- co prevent it, the Law allowing her no Re- 
c- Wnecdy. | J | 
Tr. Thus we ſee that by the Laws of Rome, 


the Wife had her diſtinct Properties, as well 

as the Husband. But that by the Laws of 

England ſhe is diveſted of all Property. 

I have been informed by Perſons of great 
Integrity, who have long reſided in Portugal, 

and conſequently had Opportunities of know- 

ing the Cuſtoms of the Country, that a 


Wife in Portugal if ſhe brought never a 


Farthing, has Power to diſpoſe of half her 
Husband's Eftate by Will; whereas a Wo- 
man by our Laws alienates all her own Pro- 
party ſo entirely by Marriage, that if Se 
rought an hundred thouftand Pounds in 
Money, ſhe cannot bequeath one ſingle Pen- 
ny, even if ſhe left her own neareſt and dear 
eſt Relations ſtarving for Want. : 
As there may be ſome Objections to theſe 
> Repreſentations, I come now to conſider 
and anſwer the moſt material that I can at 


Z Preſent foreſee. © | 
4 Op. I. As ro Mr. Lewis's Caſe, there 
might greater Inconveniencies ariſe from 


x 
1 
. 
. 


ö 


: the Validity of ſuch Wills, than from their 


Non-Validity. Suppoſe Mrs. Lewis having 


no Child by her firkt Husband, had bequearh- 


dd her Fortune to a Stranger, and after wards 


by 
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Law; neither can it be us d as an Argument 


T1) 7 


by her ſecond Husband had had Children. 


would it not have been hard to have had the por 


Will ſtand againſt theſe Children? Howe- 


ver this is a Caſe that may not happen twice 


r r 
My Deſign in theſe Repreſentations, is 
to ſnew the Scope and Tendency of the 


Engliſh Laws in Relation to Wives, and that 


they ſink us lower than Captivity itſelf, of 
which this Caſe is one notorious Inſtance. 


W As for any Advantage which might ariſe to 


Children, from the Invalidity of ſuch Wills, 
from ſome particular unforeſeen Contingen- 
cy; that by no Means deſtroys my Aſſertion. 
The Wit of Man cannot contrive a Law of 


W ſuch univerſal Influence, as to reach every 


particular Caſe that may happen. If there- 
fore we ſhould find ſome Exempt Caſe, in 


which ſome particular Woman might be 


favoured by thoſe very Laws which oppreſs 


Wivgs in General, it would only ſhew that 


Man, cannot controul Events, and that God 
can, and does, bring Good out of Evil. 
But after all, it cannot be ſuppos'd that Mrs. 


| | Lewis, or any Woman in her Senſes, would 
= ſuffer a Will to remain in Force to the 


Prejudice of her own Children; and that 


ſuch Wills ſhould remain uncancelled by Ac- 


cident; or Forgetfulneſs, or the like, could 
never be foreſeen by the Makers of this 


> 


bor 


= 


this Relief cannot be had, the Husband ha- 
ving it in his Power to lock up his Wife, and 
ſo prevent her Complaint, as in ſome Caſes 
already cited. „ 
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for the Juſtification of it. The Reaſon of 
his Law is eaſily ſeen, the Conſequences of 
t, as to particular Caſes are and muſt be un- 
Foreſeen, as well as the Number of Perſons 


ho ſhould be declared in a worſe Condi- 


tion than that of Captivity itſelf, by it. 


Obj. II. By the Laws of England, a Wo- 
an who has been beat and abus'd by her 


Husband, may ſwear the Peace againſt him, 
and if he can't find Security for his Behavicur, 
ſend him to Jail. 


To which I anſwer, Firſt, that ſometimes 


Secondly, That the Conſequences of this 
Relief, (if it may be ſo called) bring great 


+ Hardſhips upon the Wife. 


1. As it expoſes her to the Reſentment of 


1 her Husband at his Return Home, without 
abating his Power, which is ſo great, that 


he may revenge himſelf a thouſand Ways 


not cognizable by the Law. 


» 


2. That if he is a Tradeſman, or a La- 


bourer, ſhe, and her Family depend on him 


for Bread, and the Conſequence of his lying 
in Jail muſt be, that ſhe, and her Family 
muſt ſtarve. | „ 

Oh. III. The Wife may put her Fortune 
into Truſtees Hands before Marriage, and 
by that Means ſecure it for her own Uſe. I 
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in Law, and how their Education and Way 


of Life, ſhuts them out from the Knowledge 


of their true Intereſt in almoſt all things, 
we ſhall find that their Truſt and Confidence 


© 8 4 
„ 
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T acknowledge this to be available, if done. 
with the Conſent of her intended Husband, $ 
otherwiſe the Court of Chancery will re- 4 
lieve him. But if we reflect how Extream- Þ 
ly ignorant all young Wamen are as to points 4 


in the Man they love, and Inability to make p 


uſe of the proper Means againſt his Falſe- 
hood, leave few in a Condition to make uſe 7 
of that Precaution. And it is too notoriouſe 
ly known, that it has ſeldom been of Scrvice | F. 


to thoſe who have done it, the Hushand 
having ſo entirely the Diſpoſal of his Wife's 


Perſon, that he eaſily finds Means to bend 7} 
her to his Will, inſomuch that I have heard, 


that it is a frequent ſaying of one of our 
preſent eminent Judges, That he had 


ic hardly known an Inſtance, where the 


cc Wife had not been kiſſed Or kicked Out 
8 ny ſuch previous Settlement. 
"O4zj. IV. A Wife cannot be ſaid to be di- 


veſted of all Property, ſince ſhe does retain 


a reverſionary Property in her Jointure, 
which is out of the Husband's Power to 
a | 
To which I reply,.that ſuppoſing ſhe does 
retain that reverſionary Property (which 
confidering the Authority of the W 
| W 


7 (35) 
| Me may not always be able to do) yet 


" Þintures are not ſufficient for all Occaſions. 
Few Wives who have Jointures, have 
ay other Proviſion, and all Wives who 
Fave no other Proviſion, may be liable to 
% Me Hardſhips which I ſhall exemplify in the 
4 Pllowing Caſe. 
A young Lady, well born, with five thou- 
fand Pounds to her Portion, married a Gen- 
tleman poſſeſt of an hundred and ſeventy 
Pounds per Amum, which ſhe accepted of, 
e 4s a Jointure for her five thouſand Pounds. 
As the Gentleman was one of the learned 
Profeſſions, he had beſides his real Eſtate, 
ſome Places which brought him in a con- 
ſiderable Revenue: Before this Marriage he 
was bound for his Father, for a large Sum 
of Money, and was alſo in Debt himſelf; 
both which he concealed from her, neither 
did ſhe ever know it, till after his Death, 
which happened five Years after their Mar- 
riage. In that Time ſhe had four Chil- 
dren, and was breeding of the fifth when he 
died. Her Father-in-law died a Month be- 
fore her Husband, and in a ſhort Time after 
gher Husband's Death the old Gentleman's 
principal Creditor took out Letters of Admi- 
niſtration, by Virtue of which he ſeized her 
Husband's perſonal Eſtate to anſwer the 
Money for which he was bound for his Fa- 
2 ther, l But the perſonal Eſtate not a mount- 
4 1 5 ing 


a 2 q Fx "Loi 
8 2 1 


eee 


ing to that Money, the Adminiſtrator ſhew- 


ed no Mercy to the unhappy Widow, bur 
took even her Wedding Ring from her 
Finger, and all moveables, except the Cloaths | 
on her own, and her Childrens Backs at the 
Time of the Seizure. The Widow was 
then left with four Children, a naked Houſe, | 


and an hundred and ſeventy Pounds per An- 


num Jointure. She became a Widow wich- | 
in a few Days after an half Yearly Payment 
from the Tenant, who, rented this Eſtate z | 


conſequently .ſhe could make no Demand 


upon him for near halfa Year after. With- | 
in which Time, ſhe was to ſupport the Ex- 


pences of her Lying · in, as well as to provide 
for the four Children ſne had already. | 
As rheſe, or the like Circumſtances may 


happen to any Woman who has only a 


Jointure to Cepend upon, I would therefore 
recommend it to the unmarried of my Sex, 


to ſecure by Article ſuch a Sum of Money as 


will ſupport them during ſuch an Exigency, 


till their Jointures ſhall come in. I confeſs 
tis very rare that we ſcea Woman ſtript ſo 
bare, as this Lady, whoſe Caſe I laſt related, 


"which ſtill ſtrengthens my Aſſertion, that the 


Law in this Inſtance is hard, ſince it ews 


it to be againſt the general Senſe and Hu- 


manity of Mankind to go to the Extent 


of it. 2 iin . 7 5 . 
_ 0bj..'N. The Laws obliging Men to pay 
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their Wives Debts contracted before Mar- 
riage is as hard upon them. 4 
I believe not; Womens Debts being more 
caſily known than Mens, they having many 
Ways of concealing and miſrepreſenting 
their Circumſtances which Women have 
not. | | 
All Men in Trade have their Affairs fo 
complicated, that it is an hard Matter to find 
out what their Debts are. 51 
A Man may by the treacherous Kindneſs 
of a Friend be put in Poſſeſſion of a Fortune 
in. Order to obtain a Woman with Money, 
and ſecretly contract to pay it all back again 
as ſoon as he is married. That is, as ſoon as 
he has got her Money, that being all which 
he conſidere ' : 1 
A Spend - thrift may buy a young Heireſs 
of thoſe about her, and afterwards pay the 
purchaſe Money out of her Eſtate. | 
*Ohj. VI. Theſe are Tricks and Cheats, 
which the Law neither ordains, nor is an- 
ſwerable for. CV 
I acknowledge they are Tricks * and 
Cheats, and no Part of the Law itſelf; yer | 
they are practicable in Conſequence. of the 
Law, which gives the fole Property of the 
Wife's Fortune to the Husband, by which 
* Does the Law make any Proviſion againſt theſe 


Tricks and Chats ? 4f it does not, is aut the Law |} 
oa A I 
1 D _ haJ 


he is enabled to pay the Debts contracted to 
purchaſe her, out of her own Eſtate. Tis 
true, a Woman may impoſe upon a Man, bj 
telling him ſhe has a Fortune when ſhe has 4e 
none, and (if the Man is weak enough) f 
by Artifice engage him to marry her upon 0 
that Suppoſition. But ſhe can't borrowa h 
Sum of Money, and at her Marriage put n 
her Husband in Poſſeſſion of it as her For- n 
tune, and afterwards ſecretly repay it, out of n 
His Subſtance without his Knowledge: 
And if the Husband ſhould be called upon h 
it 
| 
U 
\ 
C 
C 
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to repay the Money, he would require to j 
know the Conſideration upon which it was 
lent, by which means it might appear that 
the Creditor had combined with kis Wife 
ro impoſe upon him, and cheat him; and 

in that Caſe the Law would relieve him. 
I ſhall produce an Inſtance of Fraud, by 

Way of Illuſtration. - | 
A Farmer's Son courted a young Woman 
with whom he wasextreamly in Love; but 
as ſhe had no Fortune, the Father of the 
young Man refuſed his Conſent to the Mar- 
riage, unleſs ſome of her Friends would give 
her an hundred Pounds. The Lover made 
this Report to an Aunt of the young Wo- 
man's, with - whom ſhe then lived. The 7 
Aunt gave her Niece an hundred Pounds, 
but at the ſame time took a Bond of the 
Lover for fo much Money lent to him, 
: which 
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which he was to repay at the Time ſpeci- 


Tis ; in the Bond. Upon this rhey were 
by married with the Father's Couſent, who 
Jas gave his Son a conſiderable Part of his Sub- 
1) ſtance. Afterwards upon the Non-payment 
on of this hundred Pounds, the Aunt applied 
a Z herſelf ro her Council to know in what Man- 


ner ſhe-could proceed to recover the Mo- 
1 ney. But ſhe was informed, that the Mos 
ney was not to be recovered; it being a 
Cheat upon the old Man, therefore none of 
| bis Subſtance, which he had given his Son 
in Conſideration of that hundred Pound, 

E | thould ſatisfy that Debt. As the young 

1 Man would not voluntarily repay it, ſhe 
4 5 was adviſed to be contented with the Loſs, 
d of what ſhe could not recover. I don't pro- 

duce this as an adjudged Caſe, for it neyer 
4 | was tryed, the Aunt being informed 'by 
Men of great Reputation for their Abilities 
in the Law, that the Money was irrecove- 
rable. 

It the Husband is not obliged to repay the 
Money for which he had given his own 
Bond, becauſe another Perſon would be 
cheated by it, much leſs ſhall he be obliged 
to repay that Money, which his Wife bore 
rowed before Eg in Order to cheat 
| him. 

As there are more Inſtances in which 
þ "ns can impoſe upon Women, in the Re- } 
3 D 2 Preset | 


A 
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preſentation of their Circumſtances before ; 
Marriage, than there are in which Women 4 
can impoſe upon Men; ſo Men can ſecretly 1 
pay their Debts, after Marriage, which Wo- 

men cannot; which muſt neceſſarily make 

them more cautious how they concea} or fo 

miſrepreſent: their Circumſtances, fince that — 

muſt expoſe them to the Reſentment of an 

1njured Husband, who, as he has the Power 
of, would ſeldom want the Inclination to 

Revenge. * 

Whoſoever makes any Obſervations of 4" 

this Kind, will ( T believe ) find in Fact, 90 

C 

t. 

n 
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that Men ſuffer very little from being anſwe⸗ JF 
rable for their Wives Debts contracted be- 
fore Marriage, i in Compariſon to what Wo- 
men ſuffer, trom their Fortunes being liable 
to pay their Husbands Debts contracted be- 
fore Marriage. F 

Obj. VII. Amends is made for all this , by 
Womens Exemption from Impriſonment in 1 
Civil Cauſes. bw 
Iis fit indeed they ſhould be exitogked, 3 
as having no Property; and conſequently no 
Way of getting out again; but this Exemp- 
tion was never intended as a Favour to tbem; 
however it may lomerimes accidentally be- „ 
come ſo. | a 3 
- One Reaſon of ſuch Excmption I take to 
be this, that a Woman's lying in Jail will 
pay no 3 his nen and 49 ma” 
| 5 | ons 
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re 4 3 ) Cons might chance to beans Loſers * hun! 
n tis therefore Decreed, that her Husband 


ly 8 Sho poſſeſſes her Property, ſhall be anſwe- 
j © rable for her Debts. | 
ce The Civil Law aſſigus another Reaſon 
r Þ for the Exemption of Wives from a Jail in 
't © Civil Cauſes, namely, that there is too great 
an Hazard of having their Chaſtity N 
ed in ſuch Confinement. f 
o Il ſuppoſe our Engliſh Husbands are more 
tenacious of their Property in that Point 
than the Romans were, and would be more 
5 
- 


beds, 
1 

FORE 
1 


uneaſy at the Invaſion of it: Not that 


3 _ 
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. 2 8 as a Chriſtian, and for her ownlake, 
to keep her out of the Temptation, and ſin- 
ning againſt, the Law, of God; for if that 
. 3 were any Part of their Conſideration, it is 
" 2 to be ſuppoſed, that they would be as ten- 
„der of their own Souls; and to deter an 
Husband from Unfaithfulneſs to his Wife, 
and all others from joining in his Sin againſt 
her, would impower her to expoſe him, 
by ſuing the Woman, and recovering Da- 
mages of her, for invading her Right, in the 
ſame Manner as the Law impowers the 
Husband to recover Damages for the like 
= Offence. For the Tranſgreſſion againſt 
3 God, is as great in the Husband, as in the 
Wie, and equally damnable in both: Tho- 

there is one Circumttance, which renders it 
3 7 | - 


they . conſider the Woman in an higher 
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2 greater Injury to the Man in his civil Ca- of 


VIII. Whether the Exemption of 
Wives from a Jail in Civil Cauſes, was ori- 


pacity. 
Og. 


ginally defigned as a Favour to them, is not 
the Queſtion ; if that Exemption is a Re- 
Eompence for diveſting them of all Pro- 
perty, the Law is juſtified, whatever Motive 
it proceeded upon in decreeing ſuch Exemp- 
tion. I 
L reply then, full to the Queſtion, That 
it is not a Recompence, 5 

Fo diveſt a Man of all Property, and then 
exempt him from a Jail in Conſequence of 
bis Debts, is juſt ſuch a Privilege in his 
Civil Capacity, as it would be in his Natu- 


ral one, to diveſt him of all Pleaſure, and. 


i} Return to decree that he ſhould feel no 
Pain. As ſuch Exemption from Pleaſure 
and Pain would, in Effect, ſtrike him out 
of Being as a Man, ſo ſuch diveſting him of 
all Property, with ſuch Exemption from 
Payment of Debts, is, in Effect, to cut him 
off from being a Member of Civil Society. 

As a. Man would chufe to retain his Na- 
tural Pleaſures, and run the Hazard of Na- 


Civil Rights, and run the Hazard of Civil 


Inconyeniencies.- | 
Till ir ſhall appear that theſe are not 


parallel Caſes, I believe I may conclude, 


that 
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What Exemption from Debrs is not a Recon 


nce for diveſting of Property. 


0j. IX. But ſtill the Diſtinction as- to 
he Roman Captives remains unanſwered, 


Samely, that Marriage is a voluntary Act *, 


Ind that Women are not forced into it. 


l ſuppoſe it cannot be ſaid, to be always 
Foluntary, tor in many Inſtances Women 
Are commanded and directed into it, by 
Their Parents and Guardians, and in ſome o- 
Fher Circumſtances *tis their only Way of 
Advancing. themſelves, and fettling in the 
World. . . 

Indeed as to many Perſons, tis their own 
free Choice, to whom Marriage with its 
"tomplicated Hazards, appears more eligible 
than the ſolitary, unfriended, ridiculed Con- 


dition of a ſingle Life; and no wonder, fince 


the uſual Way of educating young Women 
ſeems as if it were calculated on Purpoſe to 
gwaken all the AﬀeCtions of the Heart, at 
the ſame Time that it deprives them of 
their proper Counter-balance, the Strength 

of the Head. ; 
Z That which glitters in the Eye, ſtrikes 
the Fancy, and charms the Imagination, be- 


Does this voluntary AR, tend to the Good of the 
Community ? If it does, is not its being Voluntary a2 
Merit ? ſhould it not therefore entitle us to Privilege 


end Favour. If involuntary, and we ſuffer from it; 
% Pity and Relief, as far. as it can be given 2 
1 | ing 
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curing an advantagious Settlement in Mar. 


own Soul? That ſhe ſhould endeavour by ; 
all Means to attain a Fund of Reaſon, Learn- 


* 


Dreſs, a Knowledge of the faſhionable Com. 
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ing repreſented to them, as the moſt im. 
proving Objects for their Contemplatio- 
and Learning. The Attainment of a fine . 
Air, a graceful Motion, an elegant Fancy in 
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pliments and Civilities, at receiving and fr 
paying Viſits, with more Accompliſhments $, 
of the like Importance, are recommended e 
to them, as the ſureſt Means of obtaining the ir 


2 


Love and Admiration of the Men, and pro- 
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riage, which is propoſed to them, as their 5 
higheſt Advancement, and End and Deſign 7 
of all their Attainments. +462 le 

Can any one ſuppoſe that a young Crea- 
ture thus diſciplined, ſhould ever take it into 
her Head, that her trueſt Happineb, as well 
as greateſt Honour, ſhould ariſe from the 
Service of God, and free Exertion of her 


ing. and Knowledge ſufficient to furniſh En- 
tertainment for her whole Life? I 

Thus having no Notion of true Worth 
in herſelf, ſhe is as little a Judge of it in o- 
thers, but reſigns herſelf to the Ignorant, the 
Vain, or the Vicious, as they come recom- 
mended by Title, Equipage or Fortune. 

| would not from hence be thought to 
infer, that none bur fooliſh Women marry, Y; 


or that Celibacy is preferable to Marriage, 
with a Man of Worth, I would only give 


ſome _ 


HMM bk... 
in Fome Check to that Triumph, and Self. ad- 
dot Shiration which ſome Men are apt to con- 


fine Peiyt, pon an Obſervation, that moſt Wo- 


in nen are willing to marry at ſome time or 
me ther; by ſne wing that they are diſqualified 
and From the very beginning for the true En- 
DU goyment of their own Minds, and therefore 
ded ot with ſtanding all Diſadvantages, are wil- 
the Ying to atftiivof's foreign AſſiſtancdeQ. 
r0*'F Since their Choice is in a great Meaſure 
ar- Wetermined by their Education, and their 
cl Education is at the Diſcretion of the Men, 
51 would uſe this as an Argument why they 
' Mhould find ſome Redreſs for their great Ca- 
ca- Yamities, when they happen to meet with a 
Ho Tyrant and Oppreſſor, where they hoped. 
ell to have found an indulgent Friend, and faith» 
he ful Guardian. een 
1 . As Marriage is the very Baſis, Founda- 
by tion, and Cement of Society, an Inſtitution 
of God, and productive of the greateſt 
. leſſings in human Life, 'tis higbly reaſona- 
ple to guard it with ſuch Laws, that thoſe 
th ho turn it into a Plague and a Curſe, 
0- night receive due Puniſhmeng for ſuch e- 
he ormous Tranſgreſſion?? 
If there are any Laws which empowera 
Woman to ruin or oppreſs her Husband, 
do you have the Power in your own Hands, 
in God's Name let them be amended. 
© 0%. X. Notwithſtanding all this, Exg- 
and is the Paradiſe of Women, they are bet- 


"0" Which I ſuppoſe might be made, yer 1 don 


(46) 1 
ter treated delt than in any other Part of * 
the World. 'S ® 
But ir may be anſwered, chat Englobd i it 
all the Paradiſe of Men, no Subjects enjoy 
ing ſuch invaluable Privileges as they do 
here : And it would be thought a very juſt 7 
Reply from an arbitrary Prince in Defence 
of his tyrannical Proceedings, that he treated 
his Subjects berrer here, than the Grand + 
Seignior treated his Slaves in Turkey. F 
05%. XI. All theſe are rare Caſes, and forll 
the generality Wives have no Reaſon to, 
complain. 1 
But no Thanks to the Laws of out 
Country for that Exemption ; let every 
particular Woman who is well treated, thank 
God and her Hushand for the Bleſſing. At 
the ſame Time, ſhe may reflect, that ſhe is 
in the Condition of a Slave, tho? ſhe is not 
treated as ſuch, according to the Opinion o 
a late eminent Member of the Houſe o 
Commons, who declared in that honoura- 
ble Aſſembly, that he thought,“ that Na- 
tion in a State of Slavery, where any Man} 
*“ had it in his Power to make them ſo 
** tho' perhaps the Rod might not a — 04 
be held over their Backs.” 1 
Tho' I have taken the Liberty to ſpeal | 
my {enſe of theſe Laws, and the Conſequence 
of them, which are the Cauſes of our Com- 
plaint; and alſo to anſwer ſome Objections 


III 1 
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7 Jreſume to addreſs my ſelf to the Legiſlature 
? * argue, but to refer it to them to decide, 
1 n Ind ſhall humbly and readily acquieſce in 
oy - 4 eir e ee upon this and all other 
dot 4 Occaſions. 


jut But till I am better inform'd, I hope IT 
Fay be pardoned, if I confeſs chat I hardly 


nce 
red Pelieve it poſſible to reconcile theſe Laws, 
and wich the Rights and Privileges of a free 


People. That there ſhould be ſo great a 
forll art of the Community, who have never 
to peen notorious Offenders againſt ir, entirely 
Heprived of their Liberty, or even of making 
our Wie of their Ingenuity and Induſtry to pro- 
ery Fure them a Subſiſtance, when thoſe who 
ank hould provide it for them, refuſe i it, or are 
At ncapable of it. 
e is 1 ſuppoſe the prime Def ign, and ultimate 
not End of all equitable Governments, is ſo to 
\ of proportion Authority and Subjection, that they 
ol may in ſome ſort counter - poiſe each other; 
Ty wed inveſting the Governing with ſuch Prero- 


Ja-. Fatives, and allowing the Governed ſuch Pri- 
lan $#leges, that each Part may be provided for, 
ſo according to their ſeveral juſt Pretenfions' 3 


and that no one Set of People might be ex- 

| [rap to Oppreſſi ion, either from their pub- 

lick or private Governors; that Order and 

ce. Equity may run thro” all Ranks, and com- 

f Woot one uniform collective Body. 

oY Tis from theſe Conſiderations (I appre- 
= - bend) 
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hend) that our Laws fofbid the buying ME 
ſelling Men, there being ſuch an ablolureY 
Inconſiſtency in the Conditions of a Free. 
born Eygli/þ Man and a Slave, that they will 4 
by no Means comport in the ſame Commu-$ 
nity. 

From hence alſo, one Part of domeſtic 
Authority is relaxed from what it was a- 
mongſt the Romans, With them a Son was 
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e ſteemed fo much at the Father's Diſpok-% E 
tion, that by an obſolete Law, the Father ri 
was inveſted with the Power of Life and r 
Death; but afterwards with that of mo- 9 
derate Correction only; yet the Son was 
eſtill his Father's Property, and couid be frecd i: 
from his Juriſdiction only by being advanced o 
ro ſome dignified onnoe © in. t whe State, or by k 
' Emancipation. | 52 | 3 n 
K. The Father's Pawer: over the Son's: pro 
perty alſo was very Correſpondent to that "8 
over his Perſon :: But this domeſtick Autho# f. 
- rity, being thought inconſiſtent with the £ 1 
Nature of our free Conſtitution, which ad. 9 
mits not of arbitrary Preceedings, at the Age a 
that a Child is ſuppoſed to be able to judge n 

- for himſelf, he is at his own Diſpoſal, as 1% 
alſo his Property. | 0 
What I would obſerve from hence i is, that v 
tho' domeſtick Authority is leſſened as 10 m 
Children, that it is augmented as to Wives 6 
as | have ſhewn in the foregoing Inſtances} L 


2 that Wives have not a Degree of Lig 
n. bert 


anchperty and Property, which is allowed alk 
lute other ſubordinate Perſons in the whale 
cc Community. | BY 
wil Omnipotence itſclf diſclaims the Power 
mu- of doing Evil, the exact Rectitude ot the 
Will of the Almighty is an everlaſting Re- 
ſtriction. | e 
Our King, his happieſt and greateſt Vice- 
Was gerent upon Earth, lays no Claim to the 
Power of Oppreſſion; and its no more to 
the Diminution of his Honour, than it is to 
the Reſtraint of his Actions, that our Laws 
guard us from ſuffering by his Authority. 
Since then, the God of Heaven and Earth, 
ec in and from himſelf, acts always by the Rules 
of Juſtice and Mercy; and our Sovereign 
3 knows it to be his moſt diſtinguiſhing Ho- 
2X nour to be under Obligations to govern. his 
People, by the ſame unerring Rules; ſhall 
l be accuſed of Confidence or Preſumption, 
for humbly beſeeching that our domeſtick 
Lords, may be under the ſame happy Obli- 
gations in their private Capacities, which 
18e are ſo true an Honour to our King, in his 
agen moſt illuſtrious Station? ; 

s ui [I hope the Juſtice and Integrity of my 
3 own Heart which acquits me before God, 
will alſo plead my Excuſe before Men, for 
making theſes Repreſentations z eſpecially 
{ince 1 apprehend, that I am juſtified by the 
Laws of the Land, which allow every Eng- 


tifh Subject, the Privilege to ſpeak his o won 
Grievances, 4 
It is reported of a magical Ring of Groes' 95 
that it: had an extraordinary Power of mak- 
ing the Wearer of it invinſible. A Perſon 
being asked, what a Man of Honour would 
do had he ſuch a Ring? He was anſwered, 
juſt the ſame as he would without it. All 
Men who have the leaſt Notion of Ho- 
nour, would readily acquieſce in the Juſt- 
neſs of this Reply; but I believe few who 
know the preſent Diſpoſition of the World, 
3 think it very politick to preſent eve- 

Man in his Majeſty's Dominions with 
ok a Ring; leſt the Power of doing Mi(- 
Chief, might create, as well as aſſiſt an In- 
clination to it. 

A Man of Honour would not deſire ſuch 
/a Ring; a Man without Honour ſhould not 
be eee with it. 

A good Husband would not deſire the 
Power of Horſe-whipping, confining, Half- 
ſtarving his Wife, or ſquandering her E- 
Kate z a bad Husband ſhould not be allow- 
ed it. 

A good Husband would never feel the 
Reſtraint ; a bad one, would ultimately 2 
find the Advantage of it; inaſmuch as he 
has a Maſter to whom he mult render an 
Account of the Uſe of his delegated Autho- 


Nity. 
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But if after all, theſe Repreſentations 


* | ſhould not be thought wortby the Conſide- 
ration of the Legiſlature, or if they ſhould 
be conſidered, and we ſhould yet fail of ob- 


raining any Relief; either becauſe the Legi- 


#Z Mature cannot find proper Means, or wants 


the Inclination to give it; there is ſtill one 


Part of my Sex, who may receive ſome Ad- 


vantage from them; namely, the Unmar- 


ried, to whom I now addreſs myſelf, en- 


treating them to conſider the Hazards they 
run, when they venture an Alliance with 


the other Sex, who were deſigned by Na- 


ture for their Counter-parts, but who have 


taken upon themſelves to be the whole, inſo- 


much that they have voted us Dead in Law, 
except in criminal Cauſes. 'They do us in- 


deed the Favour to conſider us as real Per- 
2 ſons, when they think fit to burn or Dang 


us : This is iacorporating with a Vengeance! 


7 They ſwallowed us up quick, when they were 
23 /o wrathfully diſpleaſed at us! 


But God be thanked, I have an Husband 
who lets me be alive, and gives me leave 
to be /ome Body, and to tell other People 


what I think they are. 
I am perſuaded there are many Wives in 


England, who by the Favour of their Huſ- | 


bands, are ſtill in a State of Exiſtence And 
am alſo ſenſible, that ſome Wives have fo 
little Apprehenſion of this Law of Aanibila- 
E 2 tion, 


(52) 


tion, that they are in Fact the freer Agents 
of the two. But at preſent I am not en- 
quiring into Facts, I am reporting what I 
take to be Law, in Order to have the Hard- 


Jeſt he bring them to nothing. 


* 


many of them, to whom human Laws, as to 
per fſuous. 


So clear in their great Office, that their Virtues 
Mill plead like Angels. Macbeth, 
" There is no CharaQer in private Life, fo 
venerable and amiable, as that of a good 
{ Husband. The accumulated Praiſes which 
are due, to the tender affectiohate Lover, 
the endearing generous Friend, the diſcreet 
Guide, and faithful Guardian, are his, in the 
moſt eminent Degree; with this peculiar 


might Sin againſt his Wife, is with him the 

ſtrongeſt Reaſon why he never will do it. 
Tho' there are Good Husbands yet have a 

Care of Bad: With this laſt Piece of Ad- 


b 
; 
Bo Se 
| vice I thall leave the unmarried Women, 


| ; 


Addition, that the Impunity with which he 


. S 939 1 
Is a wo ts 8 
wh EYES _ 2 Wo 
8 n 2 As 
U r . 
: N 2 7 


8 
S 
2 825 


ſhips of it known at leaſt, that if they can't 
be amended they may be avoided, by ma- 
king Women more cautious, how they de- 
liver themſelves into the Hands of a Man, 


>} 
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At the ſame Time that I warn my own Þ% 
Sex, I muit do Juſtice to the other; and ac- 
knowledge, that I believe there are very 
their domeſtick Behaviour, arc entirely ſu- I 


Who bear their Faculty ſo meek, have been || 
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T come now to conſider one Objection, 
which ſtill remains againſt all I can ſay, and 
which I am ſenſible no Art or Eloquence, 
can ever obviate, namely, my Sex. Cuſtom 
and Education has dwindled us into very 
3 Trifles ! ſuch meer Inſignificants ! that it 
may be thought Preſumption and Folly in- 
gone of us, to preſume to plead our own: 
Cauſe, even tho' it ſhould appear to be up- 
on the moſt juſtifiable Pretenſions. 
Not withſtanding this diſcouraging Refleo- 
tion, I ſhall ; „„ 
VFrirſt, Proceed to the Sentiments of two- 
ſpeculative Authors, who have conſidered 
human Nature abſtracted from all external 
Laws, and fee in what Light they place us. 
" 3 Secondly, I thall refer myſelf to the Judge | 
ment of a moſt judicious Reaſoner upon Re- 
* 7 velation. 1 | 
? 3 Thirdly, I ſhall make ſome Obſervations- 
upon the Quotations from theſe Authors, 
and draw ſome Concluſions which I think: 
follow from their Principles. + 
" 3 Fourtbly, I ſhall explain the original Curſe | 
of Subjection paſſed upon the Woman, and: 
ſhew that the Laws of England go tar be- 
vond it. „„ 5 
3 Tirt, Mr, Wollaſton in his Religion of 
Nature repreſents the two Sexes, as exact 
Counter Parts to each other, he ſpeaks, 


„„ 80 ww 


« 
«& 
C6 


* 


cc 
C 
46 
6 0 
cc 


- 


« 
6 


» 


cording to my conſtant Leſſon) to be go- fil 
verned both by Reaſon. It the Man's 
Reaſon be ſtronger, or his Knowledge 3 


* Religion of Nature, Sc. p. 155. 
1 Religion of A p. 159. 


1 


* of the Interchange of Affections, 4 a 
Conſpiration of all their Counſels and 
Meatures, the Qualities and Abilities of 
the one Sex being fitted, and as it were 
tallying ro the Wants of the other. Ma- 
ny things there are which may be uſeful, In 
perhaps neceſſary to the Man, and yer ©" 
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require the delicater Hand and nicer Ma- q t 
nage ment and Genius of the Woman; e 


and ſo the Woman, cannot but want many 1 
Things which require the more robult | 4 1 
and active Powers, or greater Capacity of E | 
the Man.” 9 
Again, Þ I have deſignedly forborn to : 
mention that Authority of an Husband | 
over his Wite, which. is uſually given 
to him, not only by private Writers, but 
even by Laws, becauſe I think it has been 
carried much too high. I would have '% 
them live ſo far upon the Level, as (ac- 


1 1 N — 


and Experience greater (as tis common=- 
ly ſuppoſed to be) the Woman will be 
obliged upon that Score to pay a Defe- 
rence and ſubmit to him.” E: 
1 ſcems to me from hence, that Mr. 


aollaſtn 


ry 


= 9 
nolliaſton founds all Authority in the wed- 
FF ded State upon a Superiority of Reaſon 3 
therefore let that Superiority happen on 
either Side, the ſame, Conſequence muſt 
follow from it, and no Doubt, as the World 
nov is, it would generally fall to the Men; 
they having the Advantages of Univerſi- 
ties, publick Negotiations, and a free un- 
conſtrained Converſe with Mankind, in Pur- 
ſuance of their ſeveral Profeſſions, Arts, and 
Occupations. 

But if we argue from a State of Nature, 
we muſt conſider the Abilities of each Sex, 
antecedently to theſe accidental Advantages; 
and we do not ſee in Fact, that, amongſt 
the vulgar unlearned People, Men are ſo 
much wiſer than Women, as to induce us 
to ſuppoſe that their natural Endowments 
are much greater. 

Yer as we never were, or can be in a State 
of Nature, I don't preſume to contend for 
an Equality, but acknowledge.that God has 
for very wile Reaſons inveſted Man with the 
Z Superiority ; bur without Recourſe to Re- 
XZ ve<lation, I bclieve it would be a. hard Task 
to juſtify the carrying the Authority of the 
Husband, higher than Mr. Wollaſton has 
done. 

Bur I will for once, even with Mr. Hibbs; 
ſuppoſe we were in a State of Nature, and 
{ce what he ſays would be the Conſequence 
ol it. | .-—"- — _ 


LY 


& ry Woman that bears Children becomes 


t at once both a Mother and a Lord. But 


& what ſome ſay that in this Caſe, the Father 


& by Reaſon of the Pre-eminence of Sex, and | 


| © not the Mother, becomes Lord, ſigniſies 
te nothing. For both Reaſon ſhews the 
& contrary, becauſe the. Inequality of their 
| © natural Forees is not ſo great, as that the 
„ Man could get the Dominion without 
* War; and Cuſtom alſo contradicts not, 
« for Women, namely Amazons, have in 
“ former Times waged War with their Ad. 
| © yerſaries, and diſpoſed of their Children 
according to their Wills: And at this 
* Day in divers Places Women are veſted 
„ with the principal Authority, neither do 
4 their Husbands diſpoſe of their Children 
& but themſelves ; which in Truth they do 


„ by the Right of Nature, foraſmuch as 


© they who have the ſupreme Power are 
| © not tied at all (as has been ſhewed) to the 


| & Civil Law. Add alſo, that in a State of 


 & Nature it cannot be known who is the 
„ Father, but by the Teftimony of the Mo- 


& ther; the Child therefore is his, whoſe 


| & the Mother will have it, and therefore 
& hers z Wherefore original Dominion over 


| Children belongs to the Mother 


* Philoſophical Rudiments concerning Government 
| and Society, Chap. ix, p. 136, WE. 4 
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And thus in a State of Nature, eve- 


celebrated Mr. Wollaſton, wort hy to be named 


5 E „ 
And this Author allows of no other ori- 
ginal Dominion. a 

I have a great Abhorrence of the whole 
Scope and Deſign of this Author in his 
Writings, and think it not only wicked bur 
abſurd to write to us as in a State of Na- 
ture; when we can prove from better Au- 
thorities than his, that we never were in 2 
State of Nature, or can be ſo, ſo long as we 
have a Poſſibility of conſulting the Bible. Yer 
ſuppoſing we were in a State of Nature, 
this, and many other Things which he ſays, 
are, I believe, inconteſtably true. 

Sesondly, There is a very learned and in- 
genious Author, with whom I am ſo happy 
as to correſpond in my Opinion concerning 
the Equality of the Sexes at their firſt Crea- 
tion, and alſo their Inequality upon the 
Tranſgreſſion. I muſt therefore rake the 
Liberty to quote his Sentiments, tho' I hear- 
tily beg his Pardon for introducing him in 

ſuch Company as Mr. Hobbs, and acknow- 
ledge that I think neither he, nor even the 


with him, much leſs in Contradiction to him. 
* And that this Subjection in the Wo- 

ec man is the Effect of a Curſe, conſequent 
to that Offence which wrought our Fall, 
« is evident, becauſe on Suppoſition that 
OS « human 


'* Revelation examined, cr. Vol. I. p. 1104 
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but that of a Companion, becauſe it was 


mighty God, by charging it upon his | 


Search Mr. Wollaſton and Mr. Hobbs could 


1 » 


nions and Cuſtoms of all Nations ſhould give 


ae co 0 * 9 *** * : oy 
* 
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“ cordingly we find, that the Woman was 
« given at firſt under no other Character 


* zo0t good for Man to be alone; nor did Adane 
& conſider her under any other Character, 
&« for when he excuſes his Offence to Al- 


Compliance with Eve, he ſays, * The J. 
6% man whom theu gaveſt to be with me, ſhe 
gave me of the Tree, and 1 did eat. The 
« Homan whom thou gaveſt to be with me, 
* j. e. whom-thou gaveſt to be my Aſſoci- 
& ate and Companion, without the leaſt . 
* hint of Subject ion, and Dependency. Nor | 
& was there the leaſt Reaſon for any in that | 
«© State, as I ſhewed before. F 
We lee it is the Opinion of this Ortho- . 
dox Divine, that the Sexes were equal be- 
fore the Fall: And that after the niceſt 


make into Nature, they could find no Foun- 

dation in Nature for that very great Supe- 

riority which is aſcribed to the Man. 
How comes it to paſs then, that the Opi- 


him 


en iii. 13. 
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him that Superiority, even where 'tis ſup- 
poſed they could have had no Information of 
the Curſe of Subjection paſſed upon the 
Woman? I ſay all Nations, the Exceptions 
being too few ta deſtroy a general Rule, tho? 


enough to eſtabliſh Mr. Hobbs's Aﬀertion, 
Ithat the Superiority is not founded in Na- 


In anſwer to the foregoing Queſtion, I re- 


b ply that all Nations are the Progeny of 


Alam and Eve, and that for ſome Ages after 
their Children Branched our into Families, 


they muſt have had a Tradition of the Curſe 
Jof Subjection paſſed upon the Woman, and 
formed the Government of their Families 
Jaccordingly: When Men became more nu- 
merous upon the Earth, and united them- 
ſelves into greater Communites, that Autho- 
Irity was kept up, even where 'tis poſſible the 
Tradition might be loſt upon which it was 


firſt founded. And when Men had the Au- 


thority, tho' they might not all know that 
it was by divine Appointment, it is not to be 


imagined that they would voluntarily give 


it up, but would rather tranſmit it from 


Generation to Generation. And thus it muſt 


be from the very Words of the Curſe, which 


not only implied a command to the Wife to 
obey her Husband, but contained alſo a po- 
licive Declaration that the ſhould be in that 

| Sub- 


* % 
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Subjeftion, to which God then commanded 
her Acquieſcence. 35 


— 


yet I would obſerve here, that as this uni- 
verſal Subjection of the Sex muſt ariſe from 
this Origin, it is one good Evidence of the 
Truth of Revelation; for ſince it is not a | 
| Law of Nature, how ſhould ſuch a Cuſtom * 
S. ſpread itſelf through all Nations in Ages, if 
it did not take it Riſe from Revelation at | 


| Tf this is not allowed to be an Argument | 
for the Truth of Revelation, let any Man 
raſſigu ſome other Cauſe for this -univerſal | 
Subjection of the Sex; and if it appears to 
be a true one, I ſhall readily acquieſce in it; 
and the rather, becauſe I can bring no 
Authority for thus applying this Argu- 


* ment. 


- Thirdly, I come now to explain and ac- , 
count for the Curſe of Subjection paſſed up- 
on the Woman, and to ſhew that the Laws | 


of England go far beyond it. 


I plead for no female Uſurpation, nor am | 
for diſannulling the Laws of .the Almighty, | 
which are founded upon eternal Juſtice, } 


Mercy and Wiſdom, I willingly and hum- 


| bly acquieſce to the Sentence of the Judge 


of all the Earth. Since thou haſt done this, 
© thy Deſire ſhall be unto thy Husband, he 
_ Shall rule over thee. Let tho' I ſubmit to the 

: | tn J jpg oo T * i Exe 


It is ſome what beſide my preſent Purpoſe | 
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Executors of divine Vengeance; I woul 
not be ruled by a Rod of Iron, nor correcte 
by Scorpions, | 
M herewithal a. Man ſins, therewith 
s Shall be be puniched, Wherewithal God 
puniſhes, therewith doth he ſave. Hig 
Mercy is as conſpicuous as his Juſtice, and 
engages our Love and Praiſe to the gracious 
Father, and our Adoration and Reverence to 
the awful Judge! 1 
Behold this Curſe in its true Light, and it 
will appear in its End and Deſign to have 
been a Bleſſing. „ 
The very Eſſence of Sin is Diſobedience, 
and the firit Perſon who difobeyed God up- 
on Earth, was the Woman : Since the-efore 
ſhe would not ſubmit to the Law ot her 
Creator, ſhe was put in Subjection to her 
Equal. 
The Chriſtian Religion as a Conſequence 
of Chrif's Coming, was foretold ar the 
Time of the Curſe : Which as it is aſelf- 


| denying Scheme, ſo that Condition which | 


has the moſt frequent Opportunitiesof prac- 
tiſing Self-denial in its ordinary Occurren- 
ces, will be ultimately the moft advanta- . 
geous, The moſt indifferent Action which 
a Woman does at the Command of her Huſ- 
band, from a Senſe that God has command- 
ed her to obey him, becomes an Act of 
Religion, and as ſuch, is rewardable to all 
Eternity. *Tis r a complicated gr 

x | OY of 
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Of Virtue; 'tis always Obedience, which in- | 


cludes Humility ; and 'tis many Times ſelf- 
denial, and a Conqueſt over her own Paſ- 
ſions. | = 

Thus far I have ſpoken of the Juſtice and 
Mercy of God's Sentence, give me Leave 

now to conſider the Wiſdom of it. 

Moral Virtues are in their very Nature the 
Objects of our Underſtandings; they are fo 
many divine Truths, which whoever per- 
ceives cannot but perceive their Excellence; 
but yet this Perception of Truth or the bare 
Knowledge of our Duty is not ſufficient to 
make us act agreeable to it: The Will whoſe 
Province it is to obey and execute the Dictates 
of Reaſon, is continually rebelling againſt 
and uſurping Authority over it; it not only 


ſtops us in the Purſuit of Truth, makes us 


wink hard and ſhut our Eyes againſt the 
Light, but even where it cannot thus hood- 
wink our Underſtanding, it frequently exerts 
its Tyranny the more, and makes us act in 
Contradiction to it: It is this Malignity in 
the Will of Man that occaſions all the Evils 
and Diſorders of the moral World; ſome- 
what therefore beſides the bare Excellence 
of Virtue was greatly wanting to correct and 
abate its Virulence; and to this End are di- 
rected God's Poſitive Commands. The Beauty 
and Excellence of Virtue influenced even 
our firſt Parents no longer than while they 


obeyed God's poſitive Command, and had no 
* ir- 
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CT 
irregular Paſſions, Prejudices, or evil Habits, 
to hinder their Perception of, and compli- 


2 ance with Truth. And to us, who lie under 
the unhappy Byaſs of a Nature depraved by 
original Sin, and the Dominion of ſo many 
7 vagrant Affections, which continually cloud 
the Underſtanding and ſtir up the Will to re- 
bel, poſitive Commands were ab/9lutely ne- 
ceſſary, even to put us in a Condition of 
} perceiving and practiſing moral Virtues, by 
7 bending and ſubduing the Will, re&ifying 
and weakening the Aftections and Appetites, 
that they might be leſs able to pervert, and 
impoſe upon the Underſtanding 


I believe it would be eaſie to ſhew, that 


this has always been God's Method of Pro- 
ceeding, by applying to the Will according 
as he ſaw Occaſion. The Fews being a Stiff? 

7 necked, perverſe People, and almoſt all 7/711, 
had their religious Worſhip encompaſſed, and 
4 fenced round with outward Obſervances, 
many of which there appears no Reaſon to 
have kept, but as they were the direct Com- 
mand of their divine Legiſlator. As Chriſt's 
Coming was foretold at the Time of the 
Curſe, and he being deſigned to root out, 


and deſtroy the whole Body of Sin; and the 


7 Seat of Sin being in the Will, it was neceſ- 
2 fary under his Diſpenſation alſo, that there 
ſhould be Laws which bore particular Reſpect 


to the Fill, in order to enforce its Concur- 
rence with the Underſtanding in out bounden 


) 
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Duty, and Service. His Servants ye are, 


* whom ye yield your ſelves to obey, 
'The Underſtanding recognizes God's 
Title, but the Will ſecures his Poſſeſſions. 
Upon this View, I believe it will appear 
agreeable to God's Wiſdom that, That Sex 
which gave the firſt Proof of a diſobedienr 
Will, ſhould have an additional Reſtraint 


upon it, to diſappoint and over-rule it, that 


for the Future it might be leſs able to con- 
tend with the Underſtanding, and the Law 
of God: E | 

It is {till a further Teſtimony of God's 
Wiſdom to inveſt Man with his reſtraining 
Authority, the more frequently to remind 
even him, of God's Indignation againſt thoſe 
who ſhould preſume to diſobey his poſurzve 


Commands, by making him the Executor of 


his Reſentmenc upon it: Who tho' a De- 
linquent himſelf, yet his Sin admitted of 
greater Alleviations than the Woman's, and 
conſequently had a milder Puniſhment: And 
her Puniſhment great as it was, if humbly 
ſubmitted to, would naturally produce the 
moſt laſting Bleſſings. : 

If then it is agreeable to Juſtice, Mercy 
and Wiſdom, it is eſtabliſhed upon ſuch 
Foundations that it is our true Intereſt that 
our Obligations to obey our Husbands ſhould 
remain, fill the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
away; then will be accompliſhed our moſt 
blooming Hopes and animating Expectati- 


| ons, the Laws of Equality will then tor ever 


cab Deen, 
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be ſer Right, and, ſhe that humbl:th berſelf, 
1 /oall be exalted! N | 
I's But tho' God thus puniſhes his Servants in 
Mercy, yet he never condemned them to be 
put under Axes, and Harrows of Iron, nor to 
4 paſs through the Brick-kiln\) Theſe were Pu- 
niſhments for the Heathen, which called not 
upon bis Name. Tis therefore no Excuſe for 
us, that the Women in Turky are uſed worſe 
than we are, We abhora Compariſon with 
them, as much as the Men would here, a 
/ Compariſon of their Condition with that of 
their Sex in Turky, | 3 
When the Men refuſed to bear their Part 
of the Curſe, with what Equity can they 
7 require us, to bear ours? In the Sweat of thy 
Bros ſhalt thou eat Bread. But when they 
refuſe to ſtir a Finger for their Support, is 
it equitable that they ſhould tye their 
Wives Hands behind them, and make their 
—_— Offspring Fatherleſs and Motherleſs 
a7 
* My Ways are equal, O! Wuſe of Iſrael, 
© your Ways are unequal, What have [1 re- © 
© guired of thee, O Man! but todo Juſtice, to 
love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
8 pe, 
As the Woman's Sin was in the undue 
Gratification of her Mil, in her Mili ſhall 
ſhe be puniſhed: She ſhall depend upon her 
3 Husband in all Matters of Pleaſure, Diver- 
ſion, and Delight, Her Defires ſhould be 
circutſcribed by his, whom ſhe ſhould re- 
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Verencein Acquieſcence todivine Authority: 
Hie ſhould have the ſupreme Command in 
his Family, and ſhe ſhould act in Subordina- - 

tion to him. 

This I humbly apprehend to be the Scrip- 
ture Extent and Meaning of the Curſe. And 
not that God precluded himſelf from any 
farther Authority over the Woman; by de- 
livering her fo far into the Power of her 
Husband, as that ſhe might rob and murder 
at his Command. 

{ Neither did he preclude the Woman from 
doing any Good, except ſhe had her Huſ- 
| band's Command or Permiſſion. 

He orders all Parents to provide for their 
Children according to their Abilities. 

Bur our Laws give a Husband the Power 
to ſuperſede that Command, by allowing him 
to take all things from his Wife, and then 
to prevent her obtaining any thing more, by 
her Labour or Ingenuity. Her intellectual 
and perſonal Abilities ſeem to be her own, 
ſince no Pacts can transfer them to another, 
yet her Husband can prevent her Exertion of 
them, either for herſelf or Children, even 
when he won't do any thing for them him- 
ſelf. 

Again, 1 all Parents to breed 
up their Children in the Nuriure and Admonition 
of the Lord. 

Bur an Husband may prevent his Wife's 
doing that Duty, even after his Death, when 
they have no Parent but a Mother, by order- 
ing the Children into other Hands, tho' no 
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other can be ſo nearly concerned for them. 
beg to know whether we have not a 
Right by Nature, to be permitted to do all 
that Good, which God has given us Abilities 
to do? | 

And whether it can be ſuppoſed that God 

gave Man an Authority in Oppoſition to his 
own? 
: And whether by the Nature of Societies, 
and eſtabliſhed Rules of Government, all 
Parts of a Community have not a Right to 
a Degree of Liberty and Property correſ- 
pondenr to the Conſtitution under which 
they live? 

"Tis nothing to the Purpoſe to ſay, we 
ſhould make an ill Uſe of this Liberty, for 
if the Law of God, and the Rules of Equity 
allow it us, we have a Right to it, and muſt 
anſwer for the Miſapplication of our Lis 
berty (as Husbands do for theirs) to God 
alone. OE 

In the New Teſtament the Wife is com- 


| manded to obey her Husband &; and the Huſ- - 


band to /ove bis Wife: And the latter is re- 
commended by a divine Allegory, even the 
Love of Chriſt to his Church: And enforced 

in the ſtrongeſt Terms, thoſe of giving him- 
3 ſelf for her; but equally left to their Wills, 
whether they would walk according to theſe 
Injunctions or not. From whence I infer, 


that by our Laws he ſhould be under as ſtrong 


Obligations to do his Duty, as ſhe hers: And 


if there had been any Retroſpe& to the __ 


(63) 


Commands of God, that they ſhould not 


be broken, tis to be ſuppoſed, the ſame Care 
had been raken as to him, as there was as to 
her. 

I ſhall conclude all with the Words of an 
Author, once before quoted, to whom the 
whole chriſtian World is indebred, and for 
whoſe Sake I heartily pray God to give him 
Life and Health, to finiſh chat great Work, 
which he has ſo excellently well begun. His 
Words thoꝰ wrote upon a different Occaſion, 
may yet beapplicable here. 

Alas, theSeverity of the Chaſtiſement 
© no Way infers the Dignity of the Scourge! 
© tho' they have ſaid with the proud Boaſter 
© in /aiahc. x. 13. By the Strength of my 
«© Hind ] have done it, and by my Wiſdom, 
© for 1 am prudem: I have removed the 
© Bounds of the People, and have robbed their 
© Treaſures, and as one gathereth Eggs that 
© are left, have 1 gathered all the Earth; and 
there was none that moved the Wing, or opened 
© the Mouth, or peeped: Yet may we reply 
© upon them with the Prophet, Hall the Ax 
o boaſt itſelf againſt him that heweth there- 
* with? As if the Rod Should Shake itſelf a- 
| $ gainſt them that lift it up; as if the Staff 
| * should lift up itſelf 88 af it were no Mood. 
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